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“…we created cool art boards for each 
pupil to keep and take home when at the 
school workshop” 
Andrew Casserley aka Cass 
Artist 

Spearfish Arts 

Recipient: Spearfish Arts 

Project: Canal mural in Castleton 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £2,900 

A mural that reflects the nature and heritage aspect of the canal and Castleton Village was 
created on a retaining wall blighted by graffiti near the canal as it is highly visible to people 
leaving and visiting Castleton via train or walking along the towpath.  Removal of the graffiti 
was not possible due to the potential of the chemicals contaminating the canal water and 
damaging a national and European protected water plant Luronioum Natans.  Barratt 
Homes, who built the retaining wall a few years ago, agreed to match fund the art project. 

Professional artists from Spearfish Arts facilitated a workshop with year 6 pupils from St 
Edward’s Primary School to create the mural design that included images of the old Whipp 
and Bourne Engineering, the canal and farmland.  The children were inspired to create 
unique drawings for the mural design.  The art project aimed to lift the profile of the village 
and combat anti-social behaviour with the involvement of local children encouraging their 
ownership and future protection of the mural.  The artists amalgamated all the pupils’ ideas 
into the final design, sketched the multiple drawings on the wall before painting it to create 
the striking mural.  The completed mural was painted with an anti-graffiti coating to prevent 
it being defaced with writing or graffiti. 





“The local urban environment has been 
greatly improved by bringing a derelict 
piece of land into use regularly” 
Nasser Afzal 
Project Manager 

Environmental Management 

Recipient: Environmental Management, Rochdale Borough Council 

Project: Healthy Food For All 

Fund: Clean & Green Priority Fund 

Awarded: £2,500 

Healthy Food For All is a project that aims to transform an unused plot of derelict land at the 
back of terraced housing on Kellett Street with an orchard and fruit growing area, bee hives 
and a community greenhouse plus small taster plots for individuals.  The land is being 
transformed with the support of members from the Kellett Street Community Growing 
Scheme and volunteers from the local community.  The project will provide an opportunity for 
local people to develop new skills in bee-keeping, hard landscaping, wildlife conservation 
and cultivation of food.  The community growing scheme site will provide a location for local 
people to socialise and meet others.  The vision is for it to become a green haven and local 
schools and community groups will be encouraged to use the space for picnics, storytelling, 
events and activities. 



The first phase of the project has been achieved from the funds awarded.  The knotweed and 
balsam on the site has been treated and dangerous sheds and asbestos cleared, and the first 
section of a path network installed that will allow access to individual taster plots and all other 
areas on site.  Eleven allotment plots have been created and allocated with the plot holders  
now on site cultivating their plots.  A community fruit shrub area with blackberries, grapes, 
blueberries and strawberries will be developed for local people to enjoy and maintain.  The 
long term aim of the community growing scheme is to encourage schools, community groups 
and individuals to plant their own fruit shrubs and vegetables to achieve a more healthy and 
active community. 

This project serves a community that suffers multiple deprivation, including health 
deprivation.  It is in the 3% most deprived part of the country.  This project will encourage 
local people to get active, promote healthy eating and provide the wellbeing benefits from 
access to nature. 



“The workers were able to reach out to 
local community members who were able 
to identify hotspots where young people 
congregated and also work with services 
that deliver interventions in the area” 
Shakila Hamid 

Operational Manager, Early Break 

Recipient: Early Break 

Project: Assertive Outreach Project 

Fund: Communities & Engagement Priority Fund 

Awarded: £500 

Early Break delivers substance related treatment interventions to young people under the age 
of 21.  The service addresses the associated complexities in offending and health behaviours 
amongst young people.  Early Break has been an innovative provider of interventions since 
1994 through a clear person-centred ethos in which all stakeholders are valued and shown 
respect, proactive outreach and special projects in collaboration with partner agencies, 
specialist substance misuse screening and assessments with young people and families, 
alternative therapy provision, service user involvement and the award winning Holding 
Families Project where they address the impact of parental substance misuse on family life.  
The service has a strong social media presence, with national and international reach, offering 
harm reduction on a daily basis. 

The Assertive Outreach Project has delivered an Early Intervention street and community 
based outreach service in Rochdale Township, addressing needs of young people who are 
at risk of substance misuse, specifically young people that are at risk of using Novel 
Psychoactive Substances as these have created many health issues for young people and 
increased the number of people being admitted to A&E.  The main objectives of the project 
were to: 

 Provide the skills, information and advice around health, education, family and offending,
etc resulting in young people being empowered to make informed choices around their
health and lifestyle.

 Young people who ‘fall through the net’ are identified and offered support in addressing
substance use and associated needs.

 Assertive work in areas that are seeing an increase use of Novel Psychoactive Substances
(illegal/legal highs) or drug/alcohol use

 Improve the health and wellbeing of young people and reduce the risks that young people
take in relation to substance use and offending.

Outreach sessions were delivered from 6pm–8pm across Rochdale that included various 
parks, outside shops, community venues in the area, train station and tram stops, etc.  The 
workers were able to reach out to local community members who were able to identify 
hotspots where young people congregated and also work with services that deliver 
interventions in the area such as at the Town Centre/Bus Station to reach out to young people 
they may have identified as risk taking or using substances. 



 

The work that was delivered in Rochdale included: 

 Provided young people in the area with food which was donated to Early Break

 Provided clothes from the clothing bank to at risk and vulnerable young people and young
adults

 Delivered brief interventions around risk taking behaviour and risk to self and others when
using substances

 Signed young people up to the condom distribution scheme and provided sexual health
advice and condoms.

 Managed behaviour of some very small groups of young people

 Provided education to young people and local residents about the service and how to access
the service if they required a service or needed the service to intervene with young people
they were concerned about

 Harm Reduction advice provided to young people who were using substances

 Referrals into Early Break for young people identified and wanting to address their substance
related issues including young people requiring support for family issues around substance
misuse

 Signposted young people to online tools they could use to help with issues they presented
such as the www.dontbeazombie.co.uk

 Spoke to young people about Child Sexual Exploitation to increase awareness and
knowledge of grooming

 Provide brief interventions around smoking cessation and gave details for how to refer in for
these services

 Supported a young person who was found begging in the area of Rochdale

 Reported any potential drug dealing to crime stoppers

 Completed questionnaires with young people in Rochdale as part of Rochdale Safeguarding
Board to ensure their voices are heard about how safe they felt in their community

 Provided young people with information about wellbeing services that they can access

Seven sessions were delivered in Rochdale and a total of 162 people engaged.  Sessions that 
took place were as part of CSE week of action, Feel Good Festival, Hopwood Hall College 
(stay safe and health week), Community Centre Health Event and Education and Awareness 
sessions for young people at risk of substance use. 

As a result of the work that was delivered the project achieved the following: 

 Raised awareness of the services that support various issues such as substance misuse,
CSE, sexual health, emotional health and well being

 Increased awareness around the risks attached to substance misuse

 Young people are able to make safer decision and reduce harm caused to substance use

 Professionals and community members are aware of the services provided by Early Break
and are more confident to contact the service about any concerns they have around
substance misuse and young people

 Young people aware of online support and services that can help with issues around
emotional wellbeing and substance misuse

 Young people requiring support are referred to Early Break to receive interventions to
reduce their substance misuse



“They really enjoyed the trip to MOSI and also 
the treasure hunt.  It was good to see all the 
kids getting on and playing together” 
Dianne Riley 
Chairperson 

Greave Tenants & Residents Association 

Recipient: Greave Tenants & Residents Association 

Project: Greave Summer Playscheme 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £425.32 

Greave Tenants & Residents Association aims to improve the lives of the residents of 
Greave Estate and other users of the community base through providing a range of 
educational, social and recreational activities such as arts and crafts sessions, a playgroup, 
homework club, playscheme and IT skills sessions. 

The Greave Summer Playscheme 2016 provided local children aged 5 to 13 years old with 
the opportunity to participate in fun activities for the first two weeks of the school holidays.  
Every child who attended the playscheme was given a breakfast and dinner plus daily fresh 
fruit to promote healthy eating.  A programme of indoor and outdoor activities kept the 
children engaged with arts and crafts sessions to inspire their creativity, a sports tournament 
to learn about team skills, growing plants from seed to learn about nature and the 
environment, and an educational visit to the Manchester Museum of Science and Industry.  
The museum visit provided an opportunity for the children to experience and learn about the 
world’s first industrial city and make connections between the past and the present through a 
vibrant contemporary science programme. 

The programme of activities delivered during the Greave Summer Playscheme inspired local 
children to express their creativity, get active, socialise and build new friendships. 







 

“The knowledge that we are creating 
greater habitat for wildlife to thrive in was 
a great highlight, we were able to help 
shape the future of the park physically” 
Paul Whiting 
Treasurer 

Friends of Denehurst Park 

Recipient: Friends of Denehurst Park 

Project: Denehurst Park Trees Planting & Restoration 

Fund: Clean & Green Priority Fund 

Awarded: £ 1,203 

Friends of Denehurst Park aim to provide opportunities to improve and promote the use of, 
awareness and care of facilities within Denehurst Park, in order to make them safe, 
welcoming and enjoyable for all, now and in the future.  The group since its establishment in 
2014 has been dedicated to restoring the original features of the park and developing the 
park as a community resource.  Two fruit tree orchards with over 100 trees along with a 
unique scrumping lane with various fruits and berry shrubs have been planted.  The Victorian 
sunken garden and herbaceous border have been restored and lost vistas into the rolling 
fields of the park have been opened up to create a safer and inviting place for people to visit.  
The friends group has been very active to ensure everyone who has a stake in the park has 
a voice and extensive consultation has taken place with local user groups and specialised 
groups to ensure the park is inclusive. 

The project aimed to enhance the landscape of Denehurst Park and create a new welcoming 
entrance into the park with a variety of plants to complete the herbaceous border and trees 
planted along the path leading from the reopened Willbutts Lane entrance to the sunken 
garden to create a colourful and unique attribute to the park.  Liquidamber and Robinia to 
Silver Birch and Scots pine trees were planted to create a mini arboretum feel to the park, 
and add interest throughout the four seasons with a range of colours unseen in most public 
parks.  Native hollies and other fruit bearing shrubs were planted to provide much needed 
food and shelter for the local wildlife. 

Friends of Denehurst Park have  
reported an increase in visitor  
numbers to the park and interest  
in both volunteering with gardening  
and through being a member of the 
friends of group.  The group has  
many aspirations for the park and  
the Masterplan proposes new  
footpaths, improved drainage,  
creation of a new inclusive play  
area and picnic area, a natural  
play area and tree sculptures. 



“We have evaluated this project and 
feedback from participants has been 
very encouraging and positive” 
Sohail Ahmad 
Centre Manager 

Deeplish Community Centre 

Recipient: Deeplish Community Centre 

Project: Milkstone & Deeplish Health Initiative Group 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £1,080 

Deeplish Community Centre provides a friendly, safe and welcoming environment for the 
local community and user groups, enabling them to participate in educational, social and 
learning activities.  The centre promotes cohesion, empowerment, integration and 
employment opportunities for the local community.  Encouraging participation in health and 
wellbeing activities through informal education and support is a priority. 

Milkstone & Deeplish Health Initiative Group met every Monday from 11am to 2pm at 
Deeplish Community Centre over the period of six months.  The group’s purpose was to 
promote health and wellbeing in the local community with support provided to the elderly and 
vulnerable people facing barriers due to health, age, mobility and access to safe and 
accessible transport.  Participants were given the opportunity to attend health seminars, 
exercise classes, educational and recreational sessions, day trips and health checks.  The 
sessions brought people together in the Milkstone and Deeplish community to reduce 
isolation and provided the local community with information and choices to improve their 
physical and mental health. 

“I may not be able to see anymore but 
that doesn’t upset me and I will never 
let it put me down, my light is the 
people I meet and they are my guide. 
That is enough for me” 

Feedback from participant 

“I look forward to attending the 
sessions every week.  No one has 
ever made me feel different, I feel like 
one of them” 

Feedback from participant 



“We had a fabulous day and are very 
grateful to Rochdale Council, Locality, 
the BBC and the many people who 
supported our event!” 
Alan Rawsterne 
Trustee & Secretary 

Rooley Moor Neighbourhood Forum 

Recipient: Rooley Moor Neighbourhood Forum 

Project: Rooley Moor Neighbourhood Forum Launch Event and dedication to the 

Millworkers of Rochdale & the Cotton Famine Road 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £950 

Rooley Moor Neighbourhood Forum was established to promote high standards of planning 
and architecture in or affecting the area, educate the public in the geography, history, natural 
history, culture and architecture of the area and secure the preservation, protection, 
development and improvement of features or areas of historic or public interest in the area. 

On Sunday 14 August 2016 Rooley Moor Neighbourhood Forum arranged a launch event at 
Catley Lane Head, Rochdale for the forum and a dedication to the millworkers of Rochdale 
on the Cotton Famine Road.  The Rooley Moor neighbourhood area is considered to be a 
heritage asset because of its history, setting and architectural heritage and a dominant 
feature of the area is the Cotton Famine Road.  The purpose of the event was to raise 
awareness of the forum in the local community to encourage involvement and participation in 
achieving the aims of the forum.  The event was also an opportunity to inform people about 
the history of the Cotton Famine Road and support a BBC history project with a dedication 
service.  Forum members worked closely with the BBC to coincide the launch event with the 
unveiling of a plaque to commemorate Rochdale millworkers who suffered great hardship, 
but supported the abolition of slavery, during the Lancashire Cotton Famine (1861–65) 
brought about by the American Civil War.  The dedication and launch event was filmed by the 
BBC for inclusion in a programme aired in November 2016. 



Forum chairman, Andy Meek, welcomed everyone to the event including the Mayor and 
Mayoress, Councillors and local star of stage and TV, Sue Devaney.  Forum trustee, 
Councillor Cecile Biant, gave a background to the forum and area and later in the day she 
read a speech by Richard Cobden who was a Rochdale MP at the time of the Cotton 
Famine.  Manchester University academic Dr David Brown gave a presentation about the 
history of the cotton millworkers and the support they gave to the abolition of slavery.  
Reverend Morley Morgan gave a dedication and Mayor Ray Dutton unveiled the plaque 
commemorating the cotton millworkers and said: “I am really proud to be here with 
descendants from the cotton mills.” 

Activities throughout the day included clog dancing on the cobbled road by community dance 
artist Alex Fisher, Littleborough Oakenhoof Folk Arts Group and the Rossendale Clog 
Heritage Dancers.  In the event field there was a cotton spinning demonstration, face 
painting, birds of prey, neighbourhood forum and local history displays, Skylight Circus Arts, 
and the Rochdale Ramblers and Rochdale & Bury Bridleways Association each had a 
display.  Touchstones Creative Writing Group gave a reading performance and Lancashire 
dialect researcher, Sid Calderbank, performed period poems, songs and stories.  
Refreshments were provided by the local Co-Op store, Lia’s Cakes and forum volunteers.  A 
crew from the BBC filmed the event and conducted interviews to be included in the 
programme ‘A Black History of Britain’. 

Rooley Moor Neighbourhood Forum continues to encourage people to visit and better 
understand the heritage and the many leisure activities such as walking, running, horse 
riding, cycling, ornithology and fishing that are available to pursue in the area. 





“It brought people together and 
enhanced the community spirit on the 
estate.  It was very successful - even 
more people came than last year!” 
Rev Angela Bryan 
Priest-in-Charge 

St Thomas’ Church, Kirkholt 

Recipient: St Thomas’ Church, Kirkholt 

Project: Balderstone & Kirkholt Community Event and Christmas Lights Switch On 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £1,772 

St Thomas’ Church on the Kirkholt estate hosts social events and provides practical help and 
support to the local community.  The building offers facilities for a variety of different 
community groups.  The church is keen to be involved in activities that build community on 
the estate, develops relationships between people, or which addresses social, economic or 
emotional deprivation.  The church is viewed as a valued community resource by local 
people. 

The Kirkholt estate has pockets of high social deprivation that contributes to social exclusion; 
these factors include mental illness, poverty, poor education, and low socioeconomic status.  
Christmas is often considered a lonely part of the year where people do not have family and 
friends to visit.  It can also be expensive for families.  St Thomas’ Church applied for a grant 
to host a free event with the aim of bringing people together.  The event celebrated the start 
of the festive season and the Christmas Tree lights switch on. 

The church welcomed over 250 people from the Balderstone and Kirkholt ward to enjoy the 
Around the World in 80 Days themed community event on Thursday 24 November 2016.  
This free event operated a passport system to ensure everyone got an opportunity to enjoy 
the activities and food.  Entertainment was provided by K Stars Morris Troupe, Young@Heart 
Singers and Oakenhoof.  Fun activities for local  
children throughout the event were craft  
sessions with SureStart including global  
landmark wreath craft, storytelling, Around  
the World in 80 Moves game, henna and  
global landmark tattoos and biscuit decorating  
by the Tesco Community Champion.  The  
Around the World in 80 Days theme continued  
with a hot air balloon photo booth and tasty 
Caribbean and Polish cuisine.  Local police 
and the fire service attended the event with 
their mascots to offer advice on community 
safety operations over the winter months.   
A lively procession of local people made their 
way to the Christmas tree at The Strand to  
enjoy the switch on of the Christmas lights at  
the end of the event. 







“…helped new emerging communities and 
refugees learn how to cook simple meals as 
well as safety in the kitchen” 
Saqub Hussain 
Area Youth Worker 

Rochdale Youth Services 

Recipient: Rochdale Youth Services 

Project: Youth Services Summer Programme 2016 

Fund: Communities & Engagement Priority Fund 

Awarded: £1,000 

Rochdale Youth Service delivered a six week summer programme for young people from 
various different communities within Rochdale Township.  Young people were encouraged to 
participate in positive activities that promoted health, life skills and community cohesion.  The 
programme offered a wide variety of activities to ensure the young people are engaged, 
benefit from meeting different people and developing relationships, and focus their energies 
into positive pursuits that boost their confidence and self-esteem. 

Building a Pushcart Workshop – Young people came together to build a pushcart for the 
Rochdale Youth Service Pushcart Derby.  The pushcart was made from mostly recycled 
items and the team went on to win the race.  The young people thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience and helped their rivals to repair and improve on their pushcarts. 

Cooking Workshops – Young people (both males and females) got the opportunity to share 
their cultures and learn to get to know each other better through cookery sessions.  The 
variety of dishes made included pasta, omelettes, chick pea curry, egg and onion curry, 
cakes, cupcakes and fruit kebabs. 

Arts & Crafts Workshops – Some great art work was created and it is currently displayed in 
youth clubs across Rochdale.   Also the young people were encouraged to demonstrate their 
creativity and redecorate the youth centres to give them a fresh new look. 

Health Workshops – Sexual health advice is offered to young people, chlamydia screenings 
and condom distribution.  To increase participation and raise awareness of the workshops, 
every person who registered was entered into a raffle with a chance of winning a £50 gift 
card for high street shops. 

Martial Arts & Defence Sessions – Saturday workshops were established at Rochdale 
Leisure Centre for young females to learn martial arts and self defence to build their 
confidence and self-esteem.  A number of young females have started to attend local martial 
arts clubs having been inspired at the workshops. 

Social media was used to promote the activities and celebrate the achievements of the young 
people who participated in the Youth Services Summer Programme.  Local young people 
gained new skills, increased their knowledge and were inspired to try something new. 



Push Cart Workshop 



“Highlights have been cooking hot lovely meals with a cultural twist, and getting young 
females to take part in martial arts and self-defence sessions.  Finishing the pushcart and 
entering the race but the best highlight was young people helping other competitors repair 
their pushcarts when they got damaged and one pushcart was unrepairable so the lads 
carried the cart over the finishing line so everyone finished the race and all celebrated 
together.  Well done and so proud all young people involved” 
Saqub Hussain 

Area Youth Worker, Rochdale Youth Services 

Health Workshop 



Cooking Workshops 



Arts & Crafts Workshops 

Muay Thai Workshops 



“We believe we have been very 
successful in promoting the civic twinning 
and the association friendship with 
Tourcoing.  …enjoying and participating 
in a wide range of activities served to 
foster social connections” 
Kathryn Rennie 
General Secretary 

Friends of Tourcoing Association 

Recipient: Friends of Tourcoing Association 
Project: Friends of Tourcoing Association celebration for 50 years of Civic Twinned 

Township Friendship 
Fund: Projects Fund 
Awarded: £500 

Friends of Tourcoing Association aims to interest and inform the people of the Rochdale 
Borough about France and in particular the twinned town of Tourcoing.  The association 
promotes friendship, mutual respect and diversity.  The civic twinning relationship with 
Tourcoing has achieved 60 years and the friendship group a fantastic 50 years, bringing 
English and French together in community spirit and warm relationship.  Local people are 
offered the opportunity to engage in friendly social activities throughout the year and in 
particular, to access a bi annual trip to France to meet Les Amis de Rochdale, enjoying a 
civic reception from the Mayor of Tourcoing and sightseeing.  Many members have 
established solid friendships with their hosts over the years and return the hospitality to the 
French when they come to England to visit.  Friends of Tourcoing members actively take part 
in community events within the borough and contribute to the Mayor’s Charity as they have 
enjoyed civic patronage since their formation. 

A programme of activities in 2016 to celebrate 50 years of Tourcoing association friendship 
and 60 years of civic twinning promoted a positive image of the borough and its people.  
Friends of Tourcoing worked in partnership with community organisations and a school and 
patronised local businesses who all received credit for contributing to a successful visit. 



Caldershaw Primary School (linked with Condorcet Primary School in Tourcoing) children 
hosted an afternoon of games and gave a choir performance, Heywood’s GPD Travel 
provided transport, students from Hopwood Hall College made and presented a celebratory 
cake, The Angel Project Community Café in the heart of Langley, Middleton welcomed the 
French guests and local potter Ken Isherwood produced commemorative bowls for the 
visitors.  The venues of the Coop Museum, Touchstones, Greater Manchester Fire Service 
Museum and St John The Baptist Church welcomed the visitors with special tours and 
entertainment was provided throughout the visit with performances from St Ann’s Morris 
Troupe, Wardle Senior Band and Skylight Circus Arts.  The Civic Dinner at Rochdale Town 
Hall hosted by the Mayor and Mayoress attended by the French guests of Deputy Mayor 
Didier Droart, President of Les Amis de Rochdale Mme Marie-Christine Lejenun, French 
Councillors Dorian and Sebastian Becue and Peter Maenout with other members of Les 
Amis de Rochdale was a special occasion with catering provided by Crofters and a 
performance by Lancashire Fusiliers Corp of Drums.  The local economy benefited from the 
visit with the French guests dining at local restaurants, hiring local transport and buying 
numerous souvenirs. 

Friends of Tourcoing Association considered the highlight of the programme was the 
spectacular celebration with 140 people at the 50th Celebration Dinner at Rochdale Town 
Hall.  The occasion was an opportunity to recognise special members of both Friends of 
Tourcoing and Les Amis de Rochdale.  Gifts were presented to Mrs Dorothy Forshaw in 
recognition of 50 years membership of Friends of Tourcoing and Christopher Dobby received 
a gift for having been a member of Les Amis since 1966 and at the age of 92 continues to 
take part in the exchanges.  Jean-Pierre Collado was presented with a gift in recognition of 
his contribution to Twinning and this was his 115th visit to the borough.  He began in 1971 as 
organiser of exchanges for schools and community groups and is remembered by many 
children now adults.  The programme of activities in 2016 to celebrate 50 years of Tourcoing 
friendship consolidated the association’s aims and aspirations. 






